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History of the Logtown Rose 
By Joan Peterson 


Jackson County. Population 0. At one time, Logtown lay six miles southwest of 
Jacksonville, at the confluence of Poorman’s and Forest Creeks. This once prosperous site 
was named for F. Logg, a farmer on Forest Creek. In the previous century, Logtown was the 
supply point for several mines along Jackass Creek. The name Jackass Creek, hardly 
dignified, was changed after miners drew more than $10 million from the creek beds. 
Thereafter, Jackass Creek was known as Forest Creek. 

The first full-time resident of Logtown was a woman who opened a store. One night 
she was robbed and killed. According to Ranger Lee Port, “The story goes that the people 
believed in the superstition that the last object which the person sees is recorded in the eye 
before death. They brought Peter Britt out with his camera and attempted to photograph her 
eyes in order to determine the murderer.” The negatives did not reveal the killer. 

In the 1930’s, when the WPA Federal Writers’ Project workers toured Southern 
Oregon, they stopped at Logtown, once a thriving community with a schoolhouse, a miner’s 
store, a Chinese store, the usual saloon, a blacksmith shop and several dwellings. In the 
Depression, however, the WPA writers found only “a few leveled spots on the hillside 
where buildings once stood, an old well, the corner of a fence, and a yellow rose bush.” The 
rose bush they mention is one of the most eminent reminders of the people who came to 
settle in the Applegate region during the pioneer era. 

In the Mid-1850’s John McKee and his family left Missouri for a new life in the west. 
But it was a sad parting. They left behind the grave of their young child, a child who had 
been the mother’s favorite. Maryum McKee cried for days at the thought of leaving her 
child behind in a lonely grave on their farm. So, as John McKee loaded the wagon, Maryum 
walked to the small grave and cut a slip of the yellow rose that the McKee’s had planted in 
the young one’s memory. fF 

Across the plains and through the mountains, Maryum McKee cherished the rose 
cutting, keeping it in a tin can filled with moist papers. When after several months’ travel 
the McKees arrived in the Applegate region, Maryum planted the yellow rose, a traditional 

‘symbol of remembrance, on the family homestead, where it served two purposes. The rose 
not only reminded the family of their last child, but also symbolized the presence of a 
woman on the homestead. Many such plantings remain evident today in the West as 


reminders of this pioneer tradition. Indeed, within a few years, the Logtown rose had taken 
firm root and soon covered the property in lush and beautiful blossoms. 

Although Logtown withered and died in the last century, the rose itself had remained > 
hearty. In the 1960’s, descendants of the McKees placed slips in McKee Park and at the side 
of the Pioneer Cemetery. Even today the yellow Logtown Rose, a remembrance of a lost 
McKee child, adorns the gates and posts of these historic spots near Jacksonville. 

There is even a song, “The Logtown Rose,” written in 1989 from interview materials 
provided by Medford’s Gladys Williams, a descendant of the McKees. Here are the words: 


They packed up and left for a home in the West, 
Said farewell to friends dear and kind. 

A whole new life awaited them there, 

But so much must be left behind. 


It was such a short time since she planted the rose 
On the grave of her lost little one. 

And now she must leave and never return 

At the dawn of tomorrow’s sun. 


So Maryum took a slip from the rose, 

Which she tended ‘cross mountains and plains. 
This symbol of love held close to her heart = 
Would grow in the Rogue Valley rains. 


At their homestead in Logtown near Roxy Ann Butte 
She placed that dear plant in the ground. 

The yellow rose grew and flourished and bloomed, 
Now all over the valley it’s found: 


What stories of life this rose could tell 

As it’s watched through the many long years. 

Of the people who’ ve come and the people who’ve gone, 
Of their work, of their joys, and their tears. 


So here’s to the rose and long may it grow 
On fence row and valley and hill. 

A memory of Maryum’s generous heart, 
Whose spirit is living still. 


This story is taken from, “Well-Traveled Casket, A Collection Of Oregon Folklife,” 
by Tom Nash and Twilo Scofield, submitted to the Applegate Valley Historical Society by _ 
Joan Peterson. a 
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Next meeting is Saturday September 20" at 10:00 A.M. at the Museum. 

Hope this finds everyone enjoying the last bit of summer. It has been a hot and dry 
one. Looking around we see a lot of dying trees due to the lack of water. Even our museum 
grounds have taken a toll this year. The museum is winding down for this season. It will be 
closed up for the winter at the end of October. Peggy is still running a nail count fund-raiser 
contest. There are some great prizes. The top prize is a night’s stay at the Applegate River 
Lodge, plus other items that go with it. She has several prizes form local businesses. So if 
you haven’t stopped and given your nail count then you better do so before the museum 
closes for the season. The drawing will be held at the Annual Meeting in November. Need 
Not Be Present To Win. 

I would like to THANK Joan Peterson for this month’s history story. Remember that 
Myrtle Krouse carved a sign for the Logtown Rose. It sits beside one of the rose bushes on 
Hwy. 238 across from Longnecker Road (short cut to Forest Creek Road from the Ruch 
side). Any of you can submit a story at any time. Mail it to the PO Box. 

Jackson County has changed the way they distribute the funds for this fiscal year. We 
normally receive the money in quarterly payments. This year they are dispersing it by the 
month. We all (Jackson County History Museums Association members) took percentage 
cuts in our budgets. We (JCHMA) are still waiting on the outcome of the lawsuit over the 
county collected “History Funds”. The collected funds are a lot more than the Historical 
Society’s receive or have ever received. Everyone seems to have a hand out for the county 
tax money. We all continue to do some type of fund-raiser to help keep the history of 
Jackson County alive. 

Our Annual Meeting will be in November and that is when the membership 
applications are due and we elect officers and board members. If anyone is interested in 
becoming one, please let me know. I will send them out towards the end of October. 

The next meeting for the AVHS will be Saturday September 20" at 10:00 
A.M. at the Museum. Please bring your own chair. 

See you at the meeting. 


Barbara Niedermeyer 
AVHS Sect./Tres. 
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